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Tin Cup Letter Love

Unable to speak the words

| l-0-v-e y-o0-u-

Mum spelt it out using
plastic letters from a tin cup.

She taught me to read at
our kitchen table in Norwich
months before the big move
south and starting school.

One by one, | lucky dipped
brightly coloured phonemes,
chewy sounds in my mouth.
| learned the tastes quickly

and my appetite grew. Words,
sentences, pages, whole books.
By the time | started school

| was insatiable, the tin cup

"S1INJSIq 91B]020YJ puUk B3]} Spew WN|\
'99119S 9y3 uo Aj3ainb uay1a801 1es 9\

*SSQUNM SE Udiq JaA|IS pue }eo Ajuo yum dn

pasoed Jaylow siy 01 ||[amaJe} ay3 ‘Aeme
palpy sieay ‘Alp yoeq awed sajeQ JInQ
"9oueidanoe yum Sujuapym puiw siy

‘Spo9 p|O 40} SJED] PUB $3SIND
:3uijiem pue Ainy pajoadsns | “uappiy
J93p ‘pauaiainb spJiq ‘saa.3 Suiddup

‘smopeaw pa||y-pnw ay3 ysnoays Suipniy

‘saliowdw paq |eydsoy SulAedsp
|euy asoyy Aq uaniqg ‘auoje Supjjem wiy

pauiSewi ap\ ‘|eluap Jejod pue spiom
M3y 40 Ajlwey ysiug ay3 ‘pIp ay uaym
Aes 01 1eym 3unsun ‘p|od 3y} wouy
32e(¢ 9WO0J 10U P|NOM 3y pledje

‘419148 931eaud s,uierde) uno Aq
pauunis 1es | pue Jayiouaq A

*J00p 8uISO|2 33 JO yaunad ayi Aq
plesun Ys| ‘aw awos aq Abw |
"3U0|e 1N0 JUBM J3A3U BH "BUO|Y
"UOWIWOY) Y3 SSOJIE ¥|eM B 10}

1IN0 JuaMm peq
‘P31 peY JaYIoW SIY pJesy ay Usym

N0 WaM peq

overflowing with enthusiasm.

A lover of reading, Mum

started me with the second-best
replacement to spoken affection.

Years on, still searching in books,
| understand Mum’s spelling
difficulties: post-War parents
who fumbled parental sentences.

the key words of life self-taught.
| wish | could return to happy
kitchen days before school with
Mum and her tin cup of love.



